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1. (Amended) A reinforced hose coupling [having an area of 

peak crimp force] definin g a crimp area of a predete rmined longitudinal extent, said 
reinforced hose coupling comprising: 

an inner sleeve having a first end, a second end 
opposite said first end, and a pair of annular upset beads therebetween, said inner 
sleeve further having an inner diameter and an outer diameter thereon, said outer 
diameter having at least one projection thereon; 

a hose having an inner diameter positioned over said outer 
diameter of said inner sleeve, said at least one projection of said inner sleeve 
interlocking with sard hose to resist axial movement of said hose relative to said 
reinforced hose coupling; 

an outer sleeve having a terminating end sandwiched between 
said pair of annular upset beads of said inner sleeve to prevent axial movement 
relative to said inner sleeve, said outer sleeve further having an inner diameter 
circumscribing said hose, said inner diameter of said outer sleeve further including at 
least one depression therein formed by a crimping operation, said at least one 
depression defining a crimp area of a predetennined longitudinal extent and 
interlocking with said hose to further resist axial movement of said hose relative to 
said reinforced hose coupling; and 

[a] at least one reinforcing ring positioned within said inner 
diameter of said inner sleeve [concentric with said area of peak crimp force, such that] 
within said predetermined longitudinal extent defined by said crimp area , whereby 
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said at least one reinforcing ring provides localized sup port along said predetermined 
longitudinal extent to resist [resists] deformation of said inner sleeve during said 
crimping operation. 

2. (Amended) The reinforced hose coupling according to claim 

1, wherein said second end of said inner sleeve is flared. 

3. (Amended) The Reinforced hose coupling according to claim 

2, wherein said second end of said inner sleeve is received within a second coupling, 
said second coupling comprising: 

a tubular body having an annular upset bead; 
a cage axially retained by said annular upset bead; and 
a spring disposed within said cage, said second end of said 
inner sleeve being retained between said cage and said spring of said second coupling. 

4. (Amended) The reinforced hose coupling according to claim 
1 , wherein said at least one reinforcing ring is made of a rigid material. 

5. (Amended) The reinforced hose coupling according to claim 
4, wherein said at least one reinforcing ring is made of steel. 

1 1 . (Amended) A reinforced hose coupling defining a crimp area 
of a predetermined longitudinal extent, said reinforced hose coupling comprising: 

a hose having an outer diameter and an inner diameter; 

an outer sleeve having an inner diameter circumscribing said 
outer diameter of said hose, said outer sleeve further having a plurality of depressions 
therein, said plurality of depressions defining a crimp area of a predetermined 
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longitudinal extent and interlocking with said hose to resist axial movement of said 
hose relative to said outer sleeve; 

an inner sleeve having an inner diameter and an outer diameter, 
said inner sleeve being adapted to be inserted into said inner diameter of said hose, 
said inner sleeve having at least one projection interlocking with $aid hose to resist 
axial movement of said hose relative to said inner sleeve; and 

at least one reinforcing ring situated within said inner diameter 
of said inner sleeve, within said predetermine d longitudinal extent defined by sa&d 
crimp area, whereby [said at least one reinforcing ring positioned between said 
plurality of depressions of said outer sleeve such that] said at least one reinforcing ring 
provides localized support along said predetermined longitudinal extent to resist 
(resists] deformation of said inner sleeve. 

12. (Amended) A reinforced hose coupling defining a c rimp area 
of a predetermined longitudinal extent, said reinforced h ose coupling comprising: 

a hose having an outer diameter and an inner diameter; 
an outer sleeve having an. inner diameter circumscribing said 
outer diameter of said hose, said outer sleeve further having at least one depression 
therein, said at least one depression defining a c rimp area of a predetermined 
longitudinal extent and interlocking with $aid hose to resist axial movement of said 
hose relative to said outer sleeve; 

an inner sleeve having an inner diameter and an outer diameter, 
said inner sleeve being adapted to be inserted into said inner diameter of said ho$e 
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said inner sleeve having at least one projection interlocking with said hose to resist 
axial movement of said hose relative to said inner sleeve; and 

at least one reinforcing ring situated within said inner diameter 
of said inner sleeve, within said predetermine d longitudinal extent defined by said 
crimp area, whereby [said at least one reinforcing ring being positioned concentrically 
with said at least one depression of said outer sleeve such that] said at least one 
reinforcing ring provides localized support along said predetermined longitudinal 
extent to resist [resists] deformation of said inner sleeve. 

In the Drawings 

Pending approval of the Examiner, Applicant's attorney would like to 
amend the drawings in the above-identified application as follows: 

Figure 1, kindly add a lead line from reference character 30 to the 

hose, 

A separate letter to the Official Draftsman in accordance with MPEP 
608.02(r) is enclosed herewith. The undersigned will have the drawings corrected in 
an approved manner upon receiving the Examiner's approval of the above requested 
corrections. 

Remarks N 

To highlight the distinction of the above referenced invention over 
the prior art as interpreted by the Examiner in the Office Action of October 22, 2001, 
Paper No. 10, the claims and drawings were amended as set forth herein. Claims 1 
through 5, 1 1 and 12 were amended to more clearly define the subject matter of the 
invention and to place all of the claims remaining in the application in condition for 
allowance. Figure 1 was amended to correct an obvious omission of the lead line 


